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In chapter nine of his book The Tyrrells of England, the late O. F. BROWN records the various theories and evidence available to him regarding the origin of the early TYRRELL settlers in America. Particularly, Richmond and his brother William, and Timothy, all of whom were in Virginia in the third quarter of the seventeenth century. There have also been a number of articles in the Newsletter over the years, e.g. December 1981, page 68, March 1982, page 20, and June 1982, page 36.





The legatees of Robert TYRROLD of Hagbourne in the county of Berkshire, whose will was proved on the 13th August 1545, included his four sons, William, David, Richard, & Avery. The executor of the will of David TURROLDE, husbandman, of West Hagbourne, which was proved on the 15th January 1577/8 was his only son William. In the will of his son, Willyam TYRROLD, yeoman of West Hagbourne, which was proved on 9th October 1587 by his wife Elizabeth, he left land and goods jointly to her and his son Davy. His other two sons, Francys & Robart, inherited 40 pounds plus land, etc. when they reached age of 21 years provided they leave and yield the land to brother, Davy, when he reached 21.





One of the overseers of the will of David TORRELL of Reading, clothier, the probate date of which was 30th October 1632, was his brother, Robert TORRELL of Reading, clothier. The will of Francis TYRROLL of Reading, broadweaver, named his brother, Robert TYRRELL as an overseer and had the probate date of the 2nd of October 1838. The legatees of the will of Robert TIRROLL of Reading, clothier, dated 1643 were his wife, Jane, his sons, Robert, Richmond, William, Timothy, & John, and his daughters, Marie & Margaret. He had married Jane BALDWIN in Reading, St. Giles on the 29th June 1617. There appears little doubt that these three brothers, David, Francis, & Robert were the sons of William of West Hagbourne.





Avery, son of Robert TYRROLD of Hagbourne (1545 will), was joint executor with his mother, Agnes, and was therefore presumably the eldest son. The executor of Avery's will, which was proved on the 27th May 1584, was his son, Robert, whose will dated 7th May 1592 leaves his estate to his wife Elienor, his sons, William, Avery, & Robert and daughters Elizabeth & Mary, but does not mention a son Timothy. However the date of Robert's death is unknown. There is no doubt that Timothie TIRRELL, citizen and leatherseller of London, whose will was proved on the 11th August 1656 was a son of Robert as his legatees included his brothers, Robert, William, & Avery, his sister Mary Waller who under this name benefited from the will of her brother William, and the poor of Hagbourne.





Timothie, the leatherseller, left 1,500 pounds "to the child that my wife now goes with if a son" or 1,000 pounds if a daughter. He also left 20/� to the poor of All Hallows, Bread Street, "where I now live."





The parish registers of All Hallows record the baptisms of three sons to Timothy & Dorothy TYRRELL: Avery 28 August 1647; William 25 August 1650 (buried 9 October 1651) and Timothy 5 December 1656. Timothie, the father's will does not mention Avery, so presumably, he died before 1656, although his death is not recorded in the registers. It is highly probable that the Timothy who married Elizabeth FOSTER in Virginia and had sons Robert in 1697 and Joseph in 1699 was the posthumous son of Timothie of All Hallows.





From the above, it can be seen that the three early settlers of Virginia were, most probably, descendants of Robert & Agnes of West Hagbourne in Berkshire, now part of Oxfordshire, and not as has been suggested, of the TYRRELLS of Thornton.





I wish to acknowledge the invaluable help I have received from Joanna (71) and Frances (539) in providing copies of wills, family documents, etc., and for their co�operation in answering queries and patiently following my, sometimes lengthy, arguments regarding details of family relationships while compiling a tree of the Tyrrells of Berkshire from which this article is derived.
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